140 years of the training of hungarian firefighetrs
140 éves a Magyar Tiizoltoképzés

Grof Széchenyi Odon a Magyar Orszagos Tilizoltd szdvetség és a févarosi hivatisos
tlizoltosdg megalakitasakor 1870ben — az egységes tlizoltoképzés fontossdgara hivta fel a
figyelmet. Tettekben is hozzdjarult a képzés alapjainak lerakdsahoz. Tankonyvet irt,
gbzfecskenddt szerzett be Angliabol és bemutatta a hasznalatat is. A képzésben vezetése alatt
miikodo budapesti onkéntes tlizoltdsag jart az €élen, hiszen 1873ban mar ,,0rparancsnoki”, egy
¢v mulva pedig 6nkéntes tiszti tanfolyamot szerveztek a vidéki tlizoltotestiiletek tagjainak.

’Watch out for fire and water’ — people were warned for centuries. Even while asleep,
they were not supposed to forget about of dangers. Man experienced already in ancient times
that one is able to protect oneself only together with others. And, like in every trade, to fight
fire effectively always needed detailed knowledge and experience.

The increasing number of instruments and equipment of firefighting required more and more
knowledge, so as to be handled safely. This could not be done by simply thinking or by trial
and error. The rules of firefighting and fire prevention had to be learnt. This was the starting
point of those gentlemen who launched the firefighting movement in Hungary. During their
trips abroad, they had studied the devices available for firemen in the last three decades of the
19th century and learned how to use them. The establishment of firefighters’ training in
Hungary was their task and accomplishment.

In 1870, when Hungarian Firefighters’s Federation was founded as well as Municipal
Professional Fire Department was set up in PestBuda, Count Odon Széchenyi emphasized the
importance of the uniform training of staff. He did more: he wrote a textbook, he purchased a
steamdriven fire engine from England and demonstrated its use. The leading force behind fire
training was the Budapest voluntary firefighters’ association, which was also managed by
him. In 1873 they organized a course for fire captains, and a year later for ordinary members
of firefighters’ associations in the countryside. The first threeweek course for fire officers was
held in the summer of 1890. By that time permanent fire departments had been formed in
major cities, with voluntary brigades in more and more settlements and with fire guards in
major factories. Trained officers as well as noncommissioned officers were needed, for they
had to train the personnel at local firefighting units. The interest in training is also reflected in
the numbers: during ten years at the turn of the century, 337 firemen completed the courses
offered by the Budapest organization. (There were 11 such training courses.)

In 1903 the Hungarian Firefighters’ Federation took over the training of fire officers. More
and more books were written to assist this training, and experienced fire officers shared their
knowledge in the Federation’s monthly journal. Already in 1905, the ’Regulations for fire
courses and the officer’s certificates’, edited by the Federation, was printed in as many as
3000 copies. For almost six decades (until 1927), training was done by private organizations
but with support from the state.

It was a significant development when, in 1928, the Minister of the Interior issued an order on
fire training, after which the National Fire Officers’ Training School as well as the
districtlevel fire courses were managed according to the provisions of law, although they were
still organized by the Federation. Altogether 250 firemen completed these courses. It is
interesting to note that out of them more and more also had college or university
qualifications.

The first Firefighting Law (Article X of 1930) made the organizing of fire departments
compulsory. It also reinforced the institution of fire inspection. These measures produced an



increasing number of fire officers equipped with knowledge of technology and public
administration. The quality of training kept abreast with the new requirements. Jend
Roncsik’s book on fire safety administration and Kornél Szilvay’s book on firefighting
technology provided major contributions to widening the technical knowledge base.
As a result of the Second World War, Hungarian firefighting was debilitated. The personnel
either fell victim of the war or got scattered, several fire stations were ruined, the greater part
of equipment was lost. The legal conditions of reorganization were there by the autumn of
1945, but the losses in personnel and materials were much more difficult to recover. Fire
training restarted rather slowly. Training officers were difficult to find, as they either had
disappeared or were considered politically unreliable. What was left of the equipment was too
little even for firefighting and rescuing, so apprentices got their training in hot emergency
actions, from their more experienced workmates.
1948 broght about a substantial change. The postwar political consolidation was basically
completed, and a statecontrolled, nationwide firefighting service was established. On the basis
of a uniform, militarylike organization, firefighting training also met the military
requirements. The Fire Officers’ Training School and the basic training schools for fire
recruits shaped the new firefighting organization — with strict discipline, demanding physical
training and a more and more emphasized political educational work.
The training of fire officers was interrupted between October, 1956 (the Revolution), and
August, 1958. After the consolidation, training went on, with the same students whose work
was suspended. As a result of a change in the organizational frameworks of training, 2year
regular classes as well as 3yearcorrespondence courses were offered by the firefighting
branch of the Academy of the Ministry of the Interior. Students had to have finished
secondary school, for the scientific knowledge supporting special subjects (that is,
mathematics, physics and chemistry) were essential in teaching fire prevention, fire fighting
and the technical foundations. In the September of 1971, the Fire Officers’s Training School
of the Ministry of the Interior took over, but the time span of training did not change for either
course.
In 1981 several significant changes took place in firefighting training. One was that the
’Miklos Ybl’ Building Technical College launched training for fire engineers.
In 1991 the Fire Training and Research Institute was set up, incorporating the organizational
units involved in fire training and research under a uniform management. This new
organization included not only the traditional training courses and research activities but also
the professional supervision of different forms of training as well as the nationwide
coordination of fire research projects. The firefighting department of the Ybl College
mentioned before also belong to this Institute.
The year 1991 brought new tasks. The Government decided to merge the national directing
bodies of fire fighting and civil protection, which also affected the affiliated institutional
units. On the st of July the Fire and Civil Protection Institute of the Ministry of the Interior
was created; it was operative until January 1, 1997. The Museum of Fire Fighting as well as
the Firefighters’ Band also were managed by the Institute. There were new tasks: the civil
protection training had to be incorporated into public education as well as firefighting and fire
protection training had to be modified to meet the requirements of the statelevel vocational
training system. Fire training was included in the National Registry of Training Courses
which gave its diploma additional recognition and prestige. The logistic circumstances of
training were improving gradually. There was a psychical training facility, and another
training ground in HatvanNagygombos was upgraded with more and more functions.
However, the firefighting equipment and the pool of vehicles were still inadequate.

The turn of the millenium brought new changes, much more fundamental than before,
in training and in the sphere of activity of the Institute. After preparations going for several



years,Parliament adopted a new law in 1999 (No. 74), on the management and organization of
the prevention of disasters and major industrial accidents related to hazardous materials. This
new Law came into effect on January 1, 2000. The organs of fire fighting and civil protection,
in the form of disaster management directorates, took over both at the national and the local
levels the direction of disaster management and civil protection as well as their ministerial
and professional supervision .

In this process of transformation, The Disaster Management Training Centre (KOK)
was established, to bring together the central institutions of fire fighting and civil protection.
Those units that did not carry out training (research institute, orchestra or museum) were not
included.

KOK takes an active role in higher education. It provides a theoretical and practical
training to the students attending the disaster management branch or program at Police
Officers’ College, assists the fire protection engineers’ training at the "Miklds Ybl’” Technical
College (now part of Saint Stephen University) as well as maintains close relationships with
the "Miklés Zrinyi’ National Defence University’s faculty and doctoral school involved in
firefighting and disaster management training.

Prof. Dr. Janos Bleszity
major general
Head of department

Az elsd tlizoltd torvény (1930. évi X. torvénycikk) altalanossé tette a tlizoltésagok
szervezését ¢s megerdsitette a tlizrendészeti feliigyelet intézményét. Ezek az intézkedések
egyre tobb miiszaki és kozigazgatasi ismerettel rendelkezd tlizoltotiszt szolgélatba allitasat
igényeltek. A kovetelményekkel 1€pést tartott a tlizoltoképzés szinvonala. Dr. Vitéz Roncsik
Jend a tlizrendészeti igazgatds, Szilvay Kornél a tlizoltdé miiszaki ismeretek témdjaban irt
szakkonyveket, amelyek jelentdésen hozzajarultak a szakmai ismeretek bovitéséhez A II.
vilaghaborl a magyar tlizoltésagot is mitkddésképtelenné tette.

Viltozast érdemben 1948. hozott. A konszolidacidé erre az iddszakra alapjaiban
megtortént, €s 1étrejott az orszadg egészEét atfogd allami tlizoltosadg. Az egységes szervezési
elvek alapjan katonai szervezetként, centrdlis irdnyitassal miikddd tlizoltosagnal a képzés is
megfelelt a katonai elvarasoknak. A Tuzoltd Tisztképzd Tanosztaly és az un. ujonciskolak
szigoru fegyelemmel, kemény fizikai felkészitéssel és egyre jobban eldtérbe keriilé politikai
neveldémunkaval probaltak kialakitani az 0 tizoltosagot.

A képzés szervezetében tortént valtozas kovetkeztében 1963-1971 kozott a BM Akadémia
Thzolté tagozatan tortént a 2 éves nappali €s a 3 éves levelezd tagozaton a tisztképzés. A
hallgatok mar csak érettségizettek koziil keriiltek az iskolara, ugyanis a szaktargyakat
megalapozo természettudomanyos ismeretek (matematika, fizika, kémia) nélkiilozhetetlenek
voltak a tlizmegeldzés, a tlizoltas és a miiszaki ismeretek oktatdsanal. A kovetkezo fejezetet az
egységes BM akadémiai rendszer megsziinése hozta. Létrejott a BM Rendortiszti Foiskola, a
tobbi rendészeti szerv tisztképzése visszakeriilt az adott szervezethez. A BM Tiizoltd
Tisztképzo Iskola 1971 szeptemberétdl kezdte a mikddését, a képzés idétartama mindként
tagozaton valtozatlan maradt. A levelezd tagozaton egyre tobb foiskolat, egyetemet végzett
kezdte meg tanulmanyait a nappali tagozaton is el6térbe kertilt a fiatalok beiskolazasa, aki
csak néhdny éve fejezték be a kozépiskolat. Ez lehetdvé tette az oktatasi kovetelmények
erOsitését. Boviilt az iskola miikodési kore, javultak a targyi €s elhelyezési feltételek €s tobb



korszerli tankdonyv, jegyzet (Tlz ¢és oltdbanyagai Tuzvizsgalat) segitette a hallgatok
felkésziilését. Az 1981es esztendd tobb jelentds valtozast is hozott a hazai tlizoltoképzésben.
Megkezd6dott az YBL Miklos Epitipari Miiszaki Féiskolan a tizvédelmi tizemmérnok
képzés. Miutan a tanszéket a Beliigyminisztérium miikddtette, a képzés zart rendszerben
miikodott, a hallgatok a tlizoltosag hivatasos allomanyabol kertiltek a nappali és a levelezd
tagozatra. Szdmukra az altalanos természettudomanyos és az épitdmiiszaki alapoz6 targyak
jelentették a legtobb gondot. Ez évben kezdte meg mikddését a BM Tuzvédelmi Kiképzd
Kozpont. Fokozatosan 1étrejottek az egymasra épiild (alap, tiszthelyettes, zaszlos, tiszt €s
iizemmérnok) képzés feltételei. Itt a szakanyagok differencidlasara is lehetdség nyilt, mert az
alsobb szintek zommel gyakorlati képzésére jol lehetett épiteni a felsdbb szintek kiegyenlitett,
majd inkabb elméleti ismeretekre épiild oktatasat.

1991-ben a tlizvédelmi oktatast és kutatast végzo szervezeti egységek kozos iranyitas
ala keriiltek, megalakitottadk a BM Tlizvédelmi Oktato és Kutato Intézetet. Ez az 01j szervezet a
hagyomanyos iskolarendszeri képzésen és kutatdsi tevékenységen tul szakmailag atfogta a
kiilonb6zé oktatdsi formék szakmai feliigyeletét ¢és a tlizvédelmi kutatdsok orszagos
koordinalasat is. Az Intézethez tartozott a fdiskolai Tfizvédelmi Tanszék is. Uj feladatokat
hozott az 1993as esztendd. A Kormany dontott a tlizoltdsag és a polgari védelem orszagos
iranyitdsdnak  O0sszevondsar6l. Ez érintette a kozponti szervekhez kapcsolodo
hattérintézményeket. Julius ével megkezdte miikodését a Bm Tiiz és Polgari Védelmi Intézet,
amely feladatait 1997. januar lig latta el. Az intézet szervezetében miikodott a Thzoltd
Muzeum és a Tlizoltd Zenekar is.

A tliz és polgari védelmi képzés szétvalasat kovetden ismét a tlizolto és a tlizvédelmi
képzés maradt a Tlzvédelmi Kiképzo Intézet feladata. A tliz elleni védekezésrdl, a miiszaki
mentésrol és a tlizoltosagrol szold 1996. évi XXXI. torvény és végrehajtasi rendelkezései
egyértelmiien és hosszabb tavra kivantak szabalyozni a jogi és a miikodési feltételeket. Ennek
szerves része volt a tlizolto €s tlizvédelmi képzés rendjének kialakitasa. Az ezredfordul6 jabb
¢s a korabbiaknal sokkal gyokeresebb atalakulast hozott a képzésben és az Intézet mitkodési
korében. Tobb éves eldkészités utan az Orszaggyllés elfogadta a katasztrofak elleni
védekezés irdnyitasarol, szervezésérdl és a veszélyes anyagokkal kapcsolatos sulyos pari
balesetek elleni védekezésrdl szolo 1999. évi LXXIV. torvényt. A katasztréfavédelmi torvény
2000. janudr 1ével 1épett hatalyba. A tlizoltosag
¢€s a polgari védelem szervei orszagos ¢€s teriileti szinten katasztrofavédelmi igazgatosagként
atvették a katasztrofavédelem és a polgari védelem iranyitasat, a tlizvédelem agazati és a
tlizoltosdg tevékenységének szakmai feliigyeletét. Az atalakulds részeként jott létre a
Katasztrofavédelmi Oktatdsi Kozpont, amely tlizoltosadg és a polgari védelem kozponti
intézményeit tomoritette. Az oktatast nem végzo szervezeti egységek (Kutatointézet, Zenekar,
Muzeum) nem keriiltek a KOK szervezetébe. A KOK aktivan kozremiikodik a szakmai
felsdoktatasban. Az RTF-en mikodd katasztrofavédelmi szak, majd szakirany hallgatéinak
elméleti és gyakorlati oktatdsat folyamatosan végzi, segitséget nyujt a Szent Istvan Egyetem
Ybl Miklos Miiszaki Foéiskolajan folyo tlizvédelmi mérnokképzéshez €s allandd kapcsolatot
tart a Zrinyi Miklés Nemzetvédelmi Egyetem tlizolt6 és katasztrofavédelmi képzést végzd
munkatarsaival, doktori iskolajaval.

Prof. Dr. Bleszity Janos
til. vezérornagy
mb. tanszékvezeto
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